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Dear Sirs: 



This is to report to you that we have received a notification of the first office action issued 
by the Chinese Patent Office on April 25, 2003 in connection with the above-identified 
patent application. Enclosed please find a copy of the Office Action, and the English 
translation thereof is now given below. 



English Translation of the Office Action 



Upon the request submitted by the applicant, examination as to substance has been 
carried out on the present application under Art. 35(1) of the Chinese Patent Law, 

The applicant has claimed priority based on the application filed in Japan on September 
7, 2000, and the applicant has furnished the priority document. 

The examination has been carried out on the application as originally filed. 

CN1273182A ( D1 ) is cited as reference in the examination ( The priority documents of 
D1 are JP11 8038/1 999 and JP331 868/1 999 ). 

The present application relates to a recording medium, image-forming method using the 
same and method of manufacturing such recording medium. The examiner now makes 
the following comments. 

Claim 1 has no novelty as required by Art, 22(2) of the Chinese Patent Law. The 
technical solution of claim 1 differs from that of D1 ( please see the abstract and the 
description, lines 7-9, page 18 and lines 6-8, page 20 of D1 ) only in literal expression, 
and they are actually identical with each other and moreover, they belong to the same 
technical field and have the same technical results. Therefore, the technical solution of 
claim 1 has no novelty. 

Similarly, claim 13 has no novelty as required by Art. 22(2) of the Chinese Patent Law. 
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The technical solution of claim 13 differs from that of D1 ( please see the abstract and 
the description, lines 7-9, page 18 and lines 6-8, page 20ofD1) only in literal expression, 
and they are actually identical with each other and moreover, they belong to the same 
technical field and have the same technical results. Therefore, the technical solution of 
claim 13 has no novelty. 

Since D1 is a patent application filed with the Chinese Patent Office. Its filing date is April 
26, 2000; it was published on November 15, 2000 and its applicant is one other than the 
applicant of the present application. Therefore, D1 constitutes " a conflicting application " 
against the present application and damages the novelty of the present application. 

On condition that claims 1 and 13 cannot be allowed for lack of novelty, independent 
claim 11 ( and its dependent claims ) no longer possesses unity as required by Art. 31(1) 
of the Chinese Patent Law ( An application for a patent for invention or utility model 
shall be limited to one invention or utility model. Two or more inventions or utility 
models belonging to a single general inventive concept may be filed as one 
application, ). If the applicant deletes independent claim 1, he should keep only one of 
the other independent claims. The applicant may file a divisional application for the 
deleted claims at any time before the conclusion of the present application. 

" BET specific surface area " appearing in claims 6 and 18 is not clear in meaning, and 
these claims should be amended under Rule 20(1) ( The claims shall define clearly 
and concisely the matter for which protection is sought „. ). 

" Stroeckgt sizing degree of said fibrous substrate " appearing in claims 9 and 21 is not 
clear in meaning, and these claims should be amended under Rule 20( 1). 

The applicant should, within the specified time limit of 4 months, make a response to 
each objection raised in this notification and amend the application if necessary. 
Otherwise, a patent cannot be granted. Please note that any amendment to the 
application may not go beyond the scope of the disclosure contained in the initial 
description and claims. 



Please note that a response to the Office Action is due on August 25, 2003 . Your 
instructions two weeks before the due date would be highly appreciated. 

For your information, the applicant may request an extension of up to two months upon 
payment of extension fees. No further extension of time is permitted . 

If you have any questions connected to this matter, please feel free to let us know. 



Sincerely yours, 
Zhang Zuchang 

CCPIT Patent and Trademark Law Office 

End. : 1 . Copy of the Notification 
2. Copy of Dl 
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